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Such a policy, however, could be of no value unless introduced
in a grand manner. An essential condition for a policy of the
kind would be to start with a definite historic gesture, to make
it clear to the world and the Germans that we are not ** all the
same bad lot". The success of the re-education of a psycho-
pathic case, as of a whole diseased people, inevitably depends
upon the right symptomatic gesture feeing made at the start,
otherwise every attempt must fail.
The touchstone in such a case would be the frontier question.
Any increase of French territory beyond her 1939 frontiers would
give the world the impression that France was ready to accept
any excuse for the adoption of power politics.
The frontier problems in Europe are as old as the princes*
quarrels, and these frontiers have changed many times. A
boundary as such is not essential for the maintenance of peace; a
new frontier is just as good as an ancient one, provided the new
one is not the outcome of a " balance-of-power " policy and fulfils
the essential condition of contributing to the pacification of
Europe. The important thing is the spirit influencing decisions
at the moment when boundaries are fixed. France's first
gesture, therefore, should be to repudiate those spokesmen who
demand .the " Saar and the Palatinate, stolen from France"
should be taken back.
In its second address on the Franco-Prussian war the General
Council of the International Working Men's Association con-
demned on September 9th, 1870, the annexation of Alsace and
Lorraine on the " pretext " of Germany's military security.
** If boundaries are to be fixed by military interests there will be
no end to claims, because every military line is necessarily faulty,
and may be improved by annexing some more outlying territory;
and moreover, they can never be fixed finally and fairly, because
they always must be imposed by the conqueror upon the conquered,
and consequently carried within them the seed of fresh wars.'*
The reasons given in this statement are just as valid to-day as
they were then. So are the protests raised by, the Central Com-
mittee of the German Workmen's Social Democrat Party on
September 5th, 1870, claiming an " honourable peace for France "
and "the recognition of the French Republic ** and adding:
" We protest against the annexation of Alsace and Lorraine. And
we are conscious of speaking in the name of the German working
class. In the comrhon interest of France and Germany/in the
interest of Western Civilisation against Eastern Barbarism, the
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